	Agenda No 9

Recommendations from the Open Spaces Committee
Town Council 26 November 2019


Recommendations from the Resources Committee held on 10 September 2019


1. Dug Outs 
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND to Council not to give permission for a permanent brick structure to be erected and used as dug outs 
Note: Ilminster Sports Club have asked for permission to replace the existing dug outs with something that is longer lasting , cost effective and minimal maintenance – Appendix 1 is the drawing supplied. 
Since the Open Spaces Committee the following information has been received:
1. The Regulations that the football club has to meet regarding the provision of a technical area -  Extract from FA Ground Grading 1.10 Technical Area Two covered trainers’ boxes clearly marked “Home” and “Away or Visitors” must be provided unless adequate provision is made in a seated stand. They must be on the same side of the pitch ideally either side of the halfway line, ideally both equidistant from it and ideally a minimum of 3 metres apart and provide an unobstructed view of the playing area. NB When new boxes are being constructed or installed, they must be on each side of the half way line, equidistant from it and a minimum of 3 metres apart. Each box should accommodate at least 8 persons on fixed seats or benches. Where bench seating is provided, a minimum of 0.5 m must be allowed for each person (i.e. 8 persons require a minimum of 4 metres.). Portable trainers’ boxes are permitted but must be securely fixed when in use. A technical area must be marked out, in accordance with the guidance contained in the ‘Laws of the Game’ booklet.
1. the possibility of having movable structures - As per above these are acceptable but must be securely fixed when in use. Portable Shelters are also very expensive and made from materials that will not look aesthetically pleasing unlike our proposed dugouts which would be in keeping with the pavilion and surroundings. Example of portable dugout https://www.networldsports.co.uk/football/football-team-shelters-dugouts/forza-aluminium-team-shelter.html 
1. community safety issues  - could the structures be made secure  so that people cannot get inside them? – has police crime prevention advice been sought - We currently have 2 dug outs that have been there for 3 years that are not secured and have had no vandalism or anti social behaviour associated with them so there is no need for this. If any damage occurs it is Ilminster Sports Club property and ours to make good.
1. concerns that the sports clubs are gradually taking over more and more of the rec and Britten’s Field and thus the space available for other users is being reduced - The Dug outs we are wanting to build are inside our leased area and with this is not taking up anymore area than we already lease.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Wharf Lane Recreation Ground Play Area Refurbishment
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND To COUNCIL that a budget of £343, 000 is agreed for the play area including the focal point barge design. 
Appendix 2 is the sketch design of the refurbishment
Appendix 3, which is confidential to Councillors, details the estimated costs and phasing of each individual element. (this is confidential due to the pricing information included could influence quotation / tender prices) 

3. Grounds Maintenance Equipment - Ride-On Mower
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND To COUNCIL that a new ride-on mower is purchased 

Note: a confidential, full report was presented to the Open Spaces Committee detailing various ride-on mowers that had been trialled by the Grounds Manager together with costs. Since the Open Spaces Committee meeting, the Ground’s Manager has refined the research and negotiations and
THE RECOMMENDATION is that a Stiga Park Pro 340ix machine (with 105 deck) is bought at an estimated cost of £5,500 which includes a trade-in allowance on the Town Council’s broken machine. 
