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Report to Ilminster Town Council – July 2019

As we reach the end of another school year we have enjoyed looking back on our progress and success this last Summer term. Community events such as the Literary Festival Poetry Recital Competition and the IMEX Community Drive have further enhanced our links with local schools and community groups. Our dragonfly scarecrow won an award in the Town Council competition as well and the children were very proud of their achievement.

Academically we continue to offer a broad curriculum and this term extended our engineering work to include a team entering an engineering competition at UWE (University of West of England). We are also giving more focus to careers and aspirations as we encourage our future community members to think about why they are learning. Initial results for Early Years, Year 1 Phonics and Key Stage 1 suggest we will again be above Somerset and National averages.

Our greatest success was in being awarded an ‘Excellent’ rating in our recent SIAMS inspection. SIAMS, whilst a Church inspection, is equivalent to Ofsted as it also looks at a range of parallel areas including children’s attainment/progress; their behaviour and engagement and the breadth of our curriculum. The Inspector had a lot of praise for the Greenfylde community including our children, parents, parish, wider community partners, Governors and staff. What made this even more impressive was that our inspection was under a new more vigorous framework introduced this year and we are the first school in the area to achieve excellent, the equivalent to outstanding. Comments included:

‘There is a rich tangible culture of aspiration across the school which leads to pupils having high expectations. Pupils have an extensive range of opportunities to develop their God given talents.’

 ‘There is an impressive ethos of providing the best for each pupil, which comes from the (school) vision’

‘Pupils’ progress is excellent, reflected in the above average standards achieved by the end of Key Stage 1 over a number of years.’

‘Pupils show an exceptionally high degree of care and respect for others, listening and valuing ideas, but challenging each other positively.’

In relation to specific pupil groups, ‘Innovative approaches transform pupil’s progress and raise their confidence in their own ability.’







‘Pupils articulate a deep understanding of Fairtrade issues linked to disadvantage and deprivation which are significantly beyond the expectations for their age groups.’


Our thanks go to every member of our school community as without the support of everyone, Greenfylde would not be the special place it is and it is this care and collaboration for the school that has resulted in this ‘Excellent’ grading. This has been a wonderful and uplifting end to our school year and the culmination of another successful year at the school.

We thank Ilminster Town Council for their support this year and look forward to continuing working with them in the new academic year.
 
Claire Oaten
Headteacher
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