

		Agenda No 3a 

 Minutes of the Town Council meeting
held in the Council Chamber, The Council Offices, North Street, Ilminster, 
on Tuesday 26 November 2019 starting at 19.30hrs


Present:
Chair: 	Cllr P Burton
Councillors:	Cllr J Dewick, Cllr M Gunn, Cllr P Hamilton, Cllr V Higgins, Cllr M James, 
Cllr V Keitch, Cllr I Mackillop, Cllr A Shearman, Cllr S Shepherd, Cllr R Swann,  Cllr L Taylor, Cllr F White and Cllr L Wilcock.

In Attendance
Officers:	Miss J Norris (Town Clerk)  

13 members of the public attended the meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Speaker 1 - flooding 
Derbeyshire has received the equivalent of 1 months rainfall in 24 hours, 2 years ago there was a similar incident in Ilminster and since then some measures have been taken to mitigate the impact of a such an occurrence; it is paramount to stop water running off the Beacon and ways of doing this include trapping and holding the water or tree planting.

Speaker 2 – 5 G 
There are various claims and statements about the safety of 5G one of which is that it has a side effect on human brain tissue; some places e.g. Totnes and Kingsbridge opposing the 5G  role out until the safety concerns have been addressed, the speaker would like Ilminster to consider taking a similar stance.

700 Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence as all Councillors were present. 

701 Declarations of Interest

Councillors made Declarations of Interest as detailed in the table below:
	Name
	Agenda Item
	Minute No
	Nature of Interest
	Type of Interest
	Action

	S Shepherd 
	Agenda No 11,
Ilminster Cricket Pavilion
	710
	President and Secretary of Ilminster Cricket Club 
	Prejudicial 
	Left the room 

	M James
	Agenda No 8 VE & VJ 75th Commemorations 




Agenda No 11,
Ilminster Cricket Pavilion
	707





710
	Member of Royal British Legion Ilminster Branch

Social member of Ilminster Cricket Club  
	Personal





Personal
	Spoke and voted 




Spoke and voted

	J Dewick 
	Agenda 14 A358 proposals – Cycle Route 
	713

	Member of cycling campaign
	Personal 
	Spoke and voted 

	R Swann

	Agenda No 11
Ilminster Cricket Pavilion
	710
	Vice President of Ilminster Cricket Club 
	Personal 
	Spoke and voted 

	V Keitch
	Agenda No 10
Wharf Lane Rec Section 106 Agreement with South Somerset District Council for New Play Equipment and Youth Facilities 
	709
	Leader of South Somerset District Council
	Personal 
	Did not speak nor vote 



702 	Minutes  
Consideration was given to the draft minutes of the meeting held on 29 October 2019 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 29 October 2019 be confirmed as a correct record.

703 Police Report 
This agenda item provides an opportunity for the Police to report on any matters relevant to policing in Ilminster. The written report was circulated at the start of the meeting and covered a 7 month period
· PCSO Toby Hatchard has been moved to Chard to get further experience before he starts Police Officer training
· the extent of the beat area was explained
· The summer provided lots of opportunities to attend outdoor events; at Party on the Park there was free bike marking / registering - this can still be done by arrangement with the neighbourhood team
· there was a good atmosphere at the Carnival and only a few minor incidents, 
· the 30 assaults listed ibn the report – included approx. 7 linked incidents
· The figures in the report are for Ilminster town centre not the entire beat area
· Chief Insp Baker has assured the District Councillor that Ilminster will be getting a PCSO to fill the vacancy left by PCSO Hatchard
· Domestic violence, including repeat calls, is taken seriously

RESOLVED to note the report

704 Office Action Plan
The Office Action Plan relating to Town Council Meetings was considered:
Issues raised or discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· ITC solicitor will be able to draft sub lease for the Cricket Pavilion when a plan showing the footprint required etc is available

RESOLVED to note the Office Action Plan.

705 Mayor’s Announcements/Engagements
a) There were no announcements relevant to Town Council and Mayoral activities and engagements.

b) The Mayor’s list of engagements between 10 September 2019 and 20 November 2019 had been circulated prior to the meeting.

706 Motion Under Standing Order No 9
Submission and consideration of the Motion regarding climate change was deferred until a future meeting.

707 VE & VJ 75th Commemorations
To consider proposals from the Ilminster Branch of the Royal British Legion (RBL)  for commemorations to mark the 75th anniversaries of VE and VJ days.

Representatives from the Royal British Legion Ilminster Branch would like the Council to take play a part in organising the commemorations for VE and VJ days:
· VE commemoration Friday afternoon – celebration street party in East Street outside Co-Op the intention is od have people who were serving in the armed forces on VE day as guests of honour; would like ITC to sort the road closure 
· VJ day commemoration 15 August: a short ceremony to be held at the Burma Star Garden

Issues raised or discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Pleased to see VJ Day being remembered as well as VE day

RESOLVED 
(i) that the Town Council support the commemorations as outlined to the meeting by the RBL 
(ii) That Councillors Keitch, Shepherd, Dewick and James join the RBL Committee organising the commemorations as the Town Council’s representatives.

Note: Cllr James had declared a personal interest as a member of Ilminster RBL in this agenda item.

708 Recommendations from the Open Spaces Committee
The recommendations from the Open Spaces Committee held on 10 September 2019 were considered.

(i) Dug Outs 
The Chair of the Open Spaces Committee explained that since the Committee agreed a recommendation that the erection of permanent dugouts should not be supported the Football Club had provided further information which had been circulated to Councillors.

Issues raised or discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Community safety – whether or not permanent structures would be a target for anti-social behaviour and vandalism 
· Mobile dug outs – would need to be stored securely, are prone to vandalism
· The storage container area is not fully utilised

The Football Club responded to the comments raised by Councillors with the following information:
· the number of teams playing each week
· It is not practical to move and site the dug outs every time they are needed
· Minor repairs have been undertaken to the temporary structures but thi is no longer viable
· The size of the dug outs is governed by FC Regulations 

RESOLVED to give permission for a 5m long permanent brick structure to be erected and used as dug outs adjacent to the main football pitch on Britten’s Field.

(ii) Wharf Lane Recreation Ground Play Area Refurbishment  
At the start of consideration of this item Councillors stated they wished it to be minuted that the S 106 money available specifically for play and young people cannot be used for other purposes e.g. to prevent flooding 

The Chair of the Open Spaces Committee made a short presentation which included the following key points
· It is a long time since the refurbishment was first suggested 
· The timescale for the work, if it is done in continuous phases is for installation to be completed by December 2020
· Children visiting the Rec recently have been excited about the new activity trail 
· Contingency costs 
· Budget provision for children and young people has been retracted over the years at all council levels
· The proposed scheme provides opportunities for creative play
· Implementation of the full scheme would provide a destination play space
Issues raised or discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· That replacing the play equipment in the Wharf Lane Rec has been talked about for a long time
· The amount of money budgeted for contingencies

RESOLVED 
(i) That the refurbishment of the Wharf Lane Play Area should proceed as outlined in the sketch design attached to the Minutes as Appendix 1
(ii) That a budget of £354, 000 is agreed for the play area refurbishment including the focal point barge design, professional fees and contingency

(iii) Grounds Maintenance Equipment - Ride-On Mower 
The Chair of the Open Spaces Committee presented the Committee’s recommendation
RESOLVED 
(i) that a Stiga Park Pro 340ix machine (with 105 deck) is bought at an estimated cost of £5,500 which includes a trade-in allowance on the Town Council’s broken machine. 

709 Wharf Lane Rec Section 106 agreement with South Somerset District Council for New Play Equipment and Youth Facilities 
Consideration was given to acceptance of the Award Agreement Terms and Conditions.  

RESOLVED to accept to the Award Agreement Terms and Conditions for the S106 monies towards new play equipment and youth facilities for the Wharf Lane Rec Play Area
Note: Cllr Keitch had declared a personal interest as the Leader of South Somerset District Council in this agenda item and did not speak or vote.

710 Ilminster Cricket Pavilion
To consider a request from Ilminster Cricket Club to:
A) Support their request to South Somerset District Council for S106 funding and B) 
for a grant of £5,000 towards the project

Note: 
(i) Councillors James and Swann had declared personal interests in this agenda item 
(ii) 20:29hrs Cllr Shepherd left the meeting as he had declared a prejudicial interest in this agenda item

RESOLVED
(i) to support Ilminster Cricket Club in their request to South Somerset District Council for Section 106 money towards a new cricket pavilion
(ii) to give Ilminster Cricket Club a £5000 grant towards the costs of providing a new cricket pavilion

Note: 20:32hrs Cllr Shepherd returned to the meeting

711 Ratification of the Election of the Resources Committee Chairs & Vice Chair  
The Council was asked to ratify the election of the Resources Committee Chair and Vice-Chair

RESOLVED that the election of Cllr James as Chair of the Resources Committee and the appointment of Cllr Shepherd as the Vice-Chair of the Resources Committee, both for the remainder of the municipal year, be ratified.

712 Recommendations from the Resources Committee 
The recommendations from the Resources Committee meeting held on 15 October 2019 were considered.
(i) Fire Service – Retained Firefighters
RESOLVED that the principle of Ilminster Town Council employees becoming retained firefighters is supported

(ii) Policy Review – Provision of Personal Protective Clothing (PPE) and Clothing Allowance
RESOLVED that the Provision of Personal Protective Clothing and Clothing Allowance as attached to the minutes at Appendix 2 is adopted 

(iii) Policy Review – Employee Code of Conduct
RESOLVED that no changes are made to the existing Employee Code of Conduct (first adopted 04.12.12 & reviewed 11.10.16) attached to the minutes as Appendix 3



(iv) Member / Officer Relations Protocol
RESOLVED that the Member / Officer Relations Protocol as attached to the minutes as Appendix 4 is adopted


713 A358 Proposals – Cycle Route
Consideration was given to the Town Council’s response to a letter from Taunton Area Cycling Campaign regarding the provision of a quality cycle rout as part of the A358 proposal. 
Issues raised or discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
·  Roads are going to get busier 

RESOLVED 
(i) that letter be sent to the cycle campaign saying the Ilminster Town Council  supports the suggestions made in their petition to Highways England
(ii) that a letter is sent to Highways England stating support for the Taunton Area Cycling Campaign’s suggestions for the A358 proposal, 
(iii) That a link to the Taunton Area Cycling Campaign is provided on the Town Council’s website 
Note: Cllr Dewick had declared a personal interest, as a member of the cycling campaign, in this agenda item,

714 Transport Needs Assessment 
To consider a Transport Needs Assessment for Ilminster 
This agenda item was withdrawn.

715 Strategic Plan 2019/20-2021/22 – Status Report 
	The quarterly Status Report was considered 
Issues raised or discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· The Weekly market 
· Progress on the bus shelter for Orchard Vale
· Grit Bins 
· Recruitment of a Deputy Clerk 

RESOLVED to note the report.

716 Strategic Plan 2020/2021 – 2022/23
Consideration of the Strategic Plan for 2020/2021 – 2022/23 was deferred to a future meeting.

717 External Audit Report for 2018/19
The External Audit Report for 2018/19 was considered; there were no items the Auditor had listed to be brought to the Town Council’s attention

RESOLVED to note the report of the external Auditor regarding the 2018/19 audit 

718 Policy Review – Risk Management
The Risk Management Policy was reviewed and consideration given to whether or not any amendments were required. 

RESOLVED 
1. that the Risk Management Policy as previously adopted remains in place (attached to these minutes as appendix 5) 
1. that the Risk Management Policy is reviewed in 3 years unless legislation or best practice requires an earlier review

719 Policy Review - Media & Publicity
The Media & Publicity Policy was reviewed and consideration given to whether or not any amendments were required
RESOLVED 
(i) that the Media and Publicity Policy as previously adopted remains in place (attached to these minutes as appendix 6) 
(ii) that the Media and Publicity Policy is reviewed in 3 years unless legislation or best practice requires an earlier review

720 Policy Review – Petitions Scheme
The Petitions Scheme was reviewed and consideration given to whether or not any amendments were required
RESOLVED 
(i) that the Petitions Scheme as previously adopted remains in place (attached to these minutes as appendix 7) 
1. that the Petitions Scheme is reviewed in 3 years unless legislation or best practice requires an earlier review

721 Payments and Virements 
The Schedule of Payments will be presented for Council’s information.  
Issues raised or discussed during consideration of this agenda item included:
· Prizes for scarecrow competitions 
· the confidentiality of salary information

RESOLVED that the payments listed in the schedule presented to Council totalling £64,176.40 net are noted.

722 Reports from District Councillors
There was no District Councillor report due to “purdah” restrictions.

723 Report from the County Councillor for the Ilminster Division
The County Councillor’s October report had been circulated with the agenda, there was no further report due to “purdah” restrictions.   

724 Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies
Oral reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies were received. 
Ilminster Literary Festival - the programme for 2020 is almost complete
Ilminster Entertainment Society – a full programme has been planned for 2020 – the April production may be suitable to use a Mayor’s Civic event
The Chamber of Commerce would like explore different ideas for the weekly general market 

725 Update From Neighbourhood Plan Development Group 
An update from the Neighbourhood Plan Development Group was received; work has been progressing well and a number of public workshops have been held. A draft Neighbourhood Plan  for consultation will be presented to a Councilmeeting on 3 December 2019. 

726 Clerk’s Updates 
The Clerk’s Updates detailed had been sent by email since the last Town Council agenda was published and no questions were raised at the meeting.

	Number
	Date
	Topics

	14/19
	3/9/19
	1. Grounds Staff
1. Budget Workshop 
1. Special Town Council Meeting 


	15/19
	17/9/19
	1. Strategic Plan & Budget Workshop 
1. Draft Minutes PHT Committee 3rd September 2019


	16/19
	30/09/19
	1. Draft Minutes Resources Committee 13 August 
1. Draft Minutes Open Spaces Committee 10 September 
1. Staffing 
1. Councillor Training Opportunities


	17/19
	30/09/19
	1. Draft Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 17 September 
1. Local Plan Review – Response Letter
1. External audit 

	18/19
	24/10/19
	1. Staffing 
1. Trees near the Canal 
1. Millennium Seat & Accessible Picnic Bench - Wharf Lane Rec Childrens’ Play Area 




727 Exclusion of the Press and Public 
RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, section 1(2), for Agenda Item 29 Finance Procedure Risk Register due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted
The reports relating to this item has been withheld from public circulation and deposit.

728 Finance Procedure Risk Register 
The Finance Procedures Risk Register as agreed by the Resources Committee on 13 August 2019 is presented for information 

RESOLVED that Finance Procedures Risk Register as agreed by the Resources Committee on 13 August 2019 is noted.

The meeting closed at 21:11hrs 
