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Committee: Planning, Highways and Transport 

 

Date: 3 May 2022 

 

Title: Church Path Trees 

Purpose of Report 

For members to consider residents comments regarding overhanging trees along 
Church Lane/Church Path 
 

Recommendation: 

Members resolve to delegate authority to write a further response to the residents 
affected by the overhanging trees explaining the issues involved. 
 

Report: 

1. Two residents of Victoria Court, Silver Street have sent in written comments 
regarding the trees that are overhanging the Church path which runs between the 
buildings of Victoria Court and the garden of a private house. 

 

  
 
2. The comments in Appendix 1 mention branches that could have fallen onto the 

pathway and the possibility of someone being injured and questions who would be 
responsible for any accidents. 

 
3. The comments in Appendix 2 refer to the branches that are now resting on the 

guttering of the resident’s property within Victoria Court and the difficulty of getting 
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access to cut the branches. There is a request for the Town Council to cut back 
the branches and the possibility of claims of neglect should there be any injuries 
to pedestrians. 

 
4. The pathways do not belong to the Town Council but are the responsibility of 

Highways. There is a danger of setting a precedent if the Town Council was to 
commit to cutting the offending trees. It does not have the equipment that would 
be required to carry out this work. There are also legal implications with carrying 
out this work. 

 
5. The residents have been asked to discuss this issue with the owner of the garden 

in question and to encourage residents who are impacted by this problem to 
contact Highways directly. 

 
6. Members may wish to delegate authority to officers to write a further response 

explaining the situation and advising that they will also contact Highways about 
the problem. 

 

 
Julie Earp 
Deputy Town Clerk 
26 April 2022 
 


