
Draft  AGENDA ITEM 6 

Proposed response on proposals for Broadway 
 
4c)  To what extent do you agree or disagree with our proposals for a parallel road on the 
western side of the A358 to connect Broadway Street and Thickthorn Lane with Ashill junction 
and provide access to the A358? 
 

Strongly 
agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
disagree 

Don’t know 

 ✓     

 
Reasons for response to 4c. 
 
Broadway Parish Council’s support for this proposal is qualified.  
 
Broadway’s current direct connection to the A358 is important to the village, not just as a 
means for villagers to travel for work, leisure and health reasons to local or more distant 
destinations, but for residents in the wider area, notably in Ilminster and to the east, to reach 
the services Broadway provides. These include the over 2,000 people registered with 
Broadway’s Church View Medical Centre who live outside the parish, mainly in or near 
Ilminster, or the families of children attending Neroche Primary School who travel to the 
village during term time. The Parish Council’s objective from the outset has been to ensure 
that these important flows in and out of the village via Broadway Street are neither 
discouraged nor diverted to local roads in the village or via other communities in the area, 
like Horton and Ashill. 
 
The proposed link connecting Broadway Street and Thickthorn Lane to the proposed Ashill 
junction achieves some of this objective, by facilitating access north to, from and beyond the 
dualled A358 at minimal inconvenience. Accordingly, the Parish Council supports National 
Highways’ proposals for Broadway Street in this respect.  
 
However, National Highways’ plans fail to provide direct access to Broadway off the A358 for 
north-bound traffic. Such traffic would have to use the less convenient Ashill junction, 
involving an unrealistic additional 3.2 miles for a round trip from Southfields roundabout, 
twice the distance compared to the Suggs Lane route. The Parish Council is very concerned 
that those wishing to reach Broadway for medical, educational, social or employment 
purposes may be discouraged from doing so or would use the shorter route via Suggs Lane, 
which is totally unsuitable for increased levels of traffic. 
 
The solution to this problem is to provide an off-slip road for north-bound A358 traffic at 
Broadway Street. National Highways’ refusal to agree to this is arrangement is justified by its 
adoption of the GD300, Expressway standard for the whole route. To date, no explanation 
has been provided as to why adoption of this standard is more relevant to the circumstances 
of the route than the standard adopted, for instance, for the Sparkford to Podimore section of 
the A303 currently under construction. That section of the A303 will have slip roads of the 
type Broadway Parish Council wishes to see at Broadway Street.  The Parish Council calls 
on National Highways to amend its plans accordingly. 
 
The path for walkers, cyclists and horse riders proposed between Broadway Street and 
Horton Cross via the abandoned A358 is strongly supported. 
 
 

 


