
AGENDA ITEM 10 
 

1 
 

Committee: Full Council 

 

Date: 15 March 2022 

 

Title: Clerks update report 

Purpose of Report 

Members to be updated about matters previously brought to Full Council and not 
considered elsewhere on the agenda.  
 

Recommendation: 

Members to note the contents of the report 

 

Report: 

Queen’s platinum Jubilee 

 

1. Following a meeting on Thursday 3 March a number of actions have been 

confirmed and followed up. These include the following points as well as a 

number of community groups confirming what sort of activities they will be 

organising. 

 

2. Cllr Swann and a small team have volunteered to go up to Old Road and cut 

back any vegetation that has to be removed in order to allow access to the 

Beacon for when it is due to be lit. The Countryside Manager should be 

consulted before this takes. 

 

3. Lord Cameron has given permission for the Beacon to be lit during the 

celebrations. 

 

4. It is for streets and roads to organise their own street parties as they see 

appropriate. Information on how to do this can be obtained from the Council 

offices. 

 

5. Portable toilets have been ordered for the recreation ground. These will be 

delivered Wednesday 1 June and picked in the early part of the following week 

dependent on other pickups that they will need to carry out. 

 

6. The final location of the toilets will be established closer to the event once 

various activities that will be based upon the recreation ground have been 

established. In total three standard toilets and one disabled toilet have been 

ordered to supplement the facilities permanently located there. 
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7. There will need to be some measures put into place for the maintenance and 

cleaning of the temporary toilets. This may be a measure that is handed to 

groups that are organising events over the weekend or it may be something 

that members themselves volunteer to assist with. 

 

8. Officers will require any organisations that are running events to clean up and 

make arrangements for the disposal of their rubbish at the end of each day’s 

events. They will be expected to arrange for SSDC to collect any rubbish they 

collect up. 

 

9. Bunting has been ordered as part of the Welcome Back Funding. This is Union 

Jack bunting that will allow for it to be reused in the future. There is also 50 

metres of Platinum Jubilee bunting being ordered specifically for the event to 

go around the Market House. 

 

10. The Christmas Lights team have agreed to put up and take down the bunting 

at the same time as they erect the IMEX flags. 

 

11. Ilminster Sports Club Ltd have requested to set up and run a water slide as in 

the past. This has been checked with the Countryside manager who has 

indicated that it should not cause a problem in their proposed location, however 

a meeting will be set up to ensure that he is happy with the final location. They 

will also be locating a bouncy castle and a variety of stalls on the same day, 

Friday 3 June 2022. 

 

Asset Register 

 

12. The deputy town clerk is in the process of looking at the Town Council’s Asset 

register. In line with early discussions with the council’s new auditor this will 

involve carrying out further audit checks on the assets that appear on the 

register and looking to see if there is a more accurate way of providing these 

for members attention. 

 

13. This will involve taking some of the smaller value items that are on the list, 

nominally below an amount specified in the Financial Regulations, and putting 

them on an inventory listing. 

 

14. The auditor, Mr Kevin Rose has discussed with both the clerk and deputy clerk 

coming into carry out his first audit visit on Friday 22 April 2022. At this point 

further discussions will take place with him on areas for officers to focus on in 

the coming months. 
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Insurance Policy 

 

15. The council will be entering the third year of its contract with our current 

insurance company in 2022-23. This means that we will be required to obtain 

fresh tenders during the course of the coming financial year.  

 

16. Members were informed at the Resources Committee meeting that a quote had 

been sought for the repair to the Cemetery Lodge roof following the recent 

storms. We are still awaiting this. Councillor Shearman is chasing this down so 

that we can contact the Insurance company to obtain permission to go ahead 

with the repairs required. 

 

Council Offices Working Group 

 

17. The working group were made aware that due to difficulties in obtaining trades 

people to come in to the Old Magistrates Court the plans to move into the 

Building by the 1 April have had to be put on hold. It is now hoped that this will 

take place in June or July. 

 

18. Checks of the electrical system have taken place as have checks on the heating 

and plumbing. Items that need attention will be dealt with over the coming 

weeks and the damp rectification work will take place in May. 

 

19. The clerk has been in touch with South Somerset District Council to request 

that a formal offer be submitted to the council in respect of the North Street 

offices. This has yet to be received. Because of the proximity of the proximity 

of the May elections this is now a matter that should be considered by the new 

administration. 

 

 

Welcome Back Funding 

 

20. As a result of the delegated authority that members agreed at the meeting on 

the 19 October officers have been working with Cllr Gunn to use all the allocated 

funding obtained through the Welcome Back Fund. 

 

21. A total of £12,166.39 has been invoiced and spent. The overspend of £166.39 

has been agreed with team at SSDC administering the fund. 

 

22. In addition to the originally agreed items we have also been able to use funds 

to purchase some additional items to assist with promoting encouraging people 
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into Ilminster. This includes a project to put items into Herne Hill that will 

encourage people to take a walk in the area. 

 

23. There have also been materials purchased which will allow the external works 

team to secure various items in place. 

 

24. The items purchased are: 

 

Items Quantity 

RUBBISH BINS 2 

BENCHES 9 

POSTCRETE AND AGGREGATE (BENCHES)  
Blue circle cement (Benches) 30 

Ballast (Benches)  1 

TABLETENNIS TABLE 1 

HANGING BASKETS  50 

SIGNS (and brackets) 12 

Bike racks  2 

   
MATERIALS FOR EASTER EGGS AND FAIRY 
DOORS  
   
Paint (Easter / Fairy Doors) 8 

Wood (Easter / Fairy Doors) Bradfords  2 

JIGSAW FOR MAKING EGGS AND DOORS 1 

   
Football posts 2 

Bunting Platinum Jubilee RBLI 1 

Skate Park Signs  6 

Bunting Platinum Jubilee union Jack 1 

NP table  1 

Gazebo  1 

 

 

Community Resilience Group 

 

25. A public meeting was held at the Meeting House on the 28 February where 

information was provided to members of the community in an effort to recruit 

both a Resilience Coordinator and also Resilience Wardens. 
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26. Representatives from the Somerset River Authorities, the Environment Agency, 

members of Misterton Emergency Resilience Team and members of the Town 

Council attended the meeting along with over twenty members of the public.  

 

27. As a result 16 people have agreed for their names to be added to a list of people 

willing to assist. The level of involvement will vary but hopefully we will have 

enough people willing to form two initial Resilience Groups that will cover the 

Ditton Street and Stations Road areas of Ilminster. Once these groups are 

agreed the intention is to work with them to establish the location and contents 

of resilience stores in each area. 

 

28. The Chamber of Commerce, through the Council’s representative, has been 

approached to enquire if any of their members would be interested in acting as 

the Coordinator or flood wardens. 

 

29. It is anticipated that more wardens will be required as not all of the people who 

have currently put their names down will be able to regularly be available to 

assist with the duties that may be asked of Resilience Wardens. 

 

Wessex Water 

30. Members resolved at the meeting on the 15 February to “allow Wessex Water to 

site a sewerage overspill tank on the recreation ground and to delegate authority to 

officers to negotiate and oversee the project.” 

 

31. The town Clerk has been in contact with Wessex Water and they are carrying 

out further modelling meetings to establish if a potential hydraulics issue would 

prevent them from locating the overspill tank to be situated on the Recreation 

Ground. 

 

32. If this is a problem, they may have to investigate further locating the tank in the 

Carpark as discussed at the February meeting. This location is not their 

preferred option but will depends on this additionally modelling that will take 

place. 

 

33. It was confirmed that the control box for the tank would be no larger than the 

green BT cabinets that are situated in Ilminster. 

 

34. If the tank is situated in the Recreation Ground, they recognise that access will 

need to be maintained throughout the time of the work for any activities and 

events that may take place. 

 

Payroll services 

35. The council currently uses Compass Independent Living to carry out its payroll 

services. It is the intention of officers in the coming months to look at various 
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services that it uses and assess their value and whether or not there are other 

organisations that can handle this more economically and effectively. 

 

36. Further information on this will be brought to members of the new administration 

once the May elections have taken place. 

 

 

 

 

Mark Tredwin 
Town Clerk 
March 2022 
 


