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Julie Earp
= Sl S s —_—
From: el A
Sent: 26 September 2022 16:52
To: Julie Earp
Subject: Re: Pitches
Hi Julie

Hope you're well.
Yes myself and one other will come along to the open spaces meeting next Tuesday.

I think we are fairly happy with things , as long as we can secure the lease on the main ground to enable us to
progress the pavilion plan and have access to use the pitch in Britten’s field during the summer months we are

happy.
What time start and where next Tuesday. ?
Regards

IIminster cc

On 26 Sep 2022, at 14:03, Julie Earp <deputy.clerk@ilminster.gov.uk> wrote:

Hi

We've had responses back from the two football clubs and they both intend to come along to the
Open Spaces meeting on 4™ October.

Is there anything you would like to add and/or will you be attending the meeting too?
Kind regards,

Julie Earp
Deputy Town Clerk

From:

Sent: 15 September 2022 08:31

To: Julie Earp <deputy.clerk@ilminster.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Pitches

Hi Julie

Good to see you last week.
That all looks about right.
Some of the youth games in the evenings maybe on the main pitch if it's available, but days etc all

correct.

We have a lorry coming somewhen this week to drop off loam for the winter repair work on the
squares , work is being done on Friday 23rd September.



Regards

lIminster cc.

On 14 Sep 2022, at 11:43, Julie Earp <deputy.clerk@ilminster.gov.uk> wrote:

Apologies, the Open Spaces Meeting is on Tuesday 4" October, not the 6™

From: Julie Earp <deputy.clerk@ilminster.gov.uk>
Sent: 14 September 2022 11:30

To: Julie Earp <deputy.clerk@ilminster.gov.uk>
Cc: Mark Tredwin <town.clerk@ilminster.gov.uk>
Subject: Pitches

Hi,

Thank you for coming to the meeting on Tuesday 6™ September. Apologies for the
delay in sending out the updated information, but current events have consumed
our time since last Thursday.

Please look at the attached documents, check the information, and that | have made
the correct amendments and let me know if I've missed something.

As | explained before, this will be part of a report that | will be sending to the Open
Spaces Committee a week prior to the meeting on Tuesday 6 October for their
consideration. Any recommendations they make will then go to Town Council on
Tuesday 18" October. Therefore, | will need any responses from yourselves by
Monday 26" September at the very latest.

With regards to moving the goalposts at the end of the season, | have been told that
Matt and 3 others (volunteers for the football club) used to move them back to the
Archie Gooch Pavilion. This is what we would expect to continue to happen unless
the clubs have an alternative solution that satisfies the Town Council.

Kind regards,

Julie Earp

Deputy Town Clerk
lIminster Town Council
Tel: 01460 52149
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This communication is intended solely for the named recipients only. It may contain
privileged and confidential information and if you are not the intended recipient,
you must not copy, distribute or take any action in reliance on it. If you have
received this email in error please notify the sender as soon as possible by return
and delete the message.
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21°t September 2022

Dear Julie
Re: liminster Town Football Club — Proposed Grandstand Pitch Conditions

We are writing in response to the document that was presented in the meeting of Tuesday 6'"
September 2022, and that was subsequently issued via email on Wednesday 14" September 2022.

We would initially like to express our disappointment that this document was not issued ahead of
the meeting as this would have helped to ensure the meeting was productive and may have
allowed us to resolve a number of the issues and questions raised in the attached report. Instead,
we were blindsided by the discussions in the meeting.

From your email dated 5th August we anticipated this meeting being a discussion about our usage
and requirements along with the requirements of the Town Council but in fact it was a list of
requirements/requests from the Town Council.

We also are unclear as to why we were asked to discuss the llminster Sports club bonfire night as
you should already be aware liminster Town FC and liminster Sports Club are totally separate. We
were hoping this meeting would be the start of discussions to finally agree a formal license for



pitches for each club. The issue of having no up-to-date license has been ongoing for a number of
years and would be a clear way of ensuring all users were aware of when and how they can use

the recreational space.

We formally request that this letter and accompanying report be included alongside the report
that you are issuing to open spaces, thus allowing the points raised in this document to be
discussed at the Open spaces committee by councilors prior to the report reaching full council.
The Football Club will be represented at the Open spaces committee, and we will be speaking
ahead of the discussions.

We have addressed the points individually in the attached report.

From the tone of our response, we trust it is clear that we have a number of issues with the
proposed conditions, and we fear that implementing these conditions may limit the number of
participants in sport from the local community, particularly for the youth section of both the
football and cricket clubs.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss the reasoning behind these conditions with the
Town Council, unfortunately the previous meeting did not allow this as the conditions had not
been circulated prior to the meeting. Now that we have these, we request that an additional
meeting take place with councilors, we appreciate that this may delay this reaching open spaces
and the full council, but for the benefit of all parties we feel this is vital on a subject matter that is
so large, and effects so may users.

In previous years the club have supported the Town Council in maintaining of the grounds, Matt
Rowswell has given up countless hours to help the TC Grounds Team when staff numbers were
low, and | know he personally is very disappointed to see that despite his efforts to work together
we have reached a position where the conditions above have been proposed.

We would hope that you reconsider the conditions based on our feedback, and no doubt feedback
received from both the cricket club and youth football club, and that between us we can work to a
suitable compromise that allows all clubs to prosper alongside each other, as they have for many
years now without such intervention.

We would also like to bring to your attention the South Somerset Playing Pitch Strategy that was
done in April 2017 which looks forward to 2028. This has some great information in and follows in
line with our 5-year plan of providing football for the liminster community.

We await your response to this letter and look forward to having the opportunity to discuss these
responses and conditions with all the information on the table.

Regards

T

Daniel Haines

llminster Town FC - Chairman



FA CHARTER STANDARD COMMUNITY CLUB

iﬁ ILMINSTER TOWN YOUTH
FOOTBALL CLUB

COMMUNITY CLUB
www.ityfc.co.uk

Chairman: Craig Brister

Vice Chairman: Jonny Watkins
Secretary: Chris Snook
Treasurer: Becky Bristow

21st September 2022
To the Deputy Clerk.

I don’t think | offered any updates to your team usage documents in the meeting because, as we
discussed, it was not possible for me to give you this year’s fixtures, let alone next years. Training will
also be on different days next year and many of the teams will progress to different size pitches and
match times. | would also like to clarify that the timings in the current document are just an AM or
PM booking on the correct days, for each team’s league matches. The under 7s for example would
play a 40 minute match on the 5v5 pitch, sometime on a Sunday AM and only when they have a
home fixture. They would not use the pitch from 9-12:30 every Sunday.

The llminster Youth FC secretary had recently spoken at the town council meeting a couple of weeks
prior to our meeting on the 6" September. He explained that as a club we have grown to support
over 400 children, we were developing a disability provision and, after the success of the lionesses in
the summer, we were also expecting to register additional girls’ teams. We spoke at the Open spaces
meeting seeking help to secure licenses for our current pitches, enabling us to unlock much needed
funding to maintain the pitches we use for roughly 8 months of the year. Pitch maintenance is a high
priority for us as a club, the current standard of pitches are well below the standard that we should
be providing for the youth of liminster. We are also asking for support to provide and license further
pitches to enable us to keep up with the demands of youth football in llminster and surrounding
villages. We left that town council meeting feeling that we had finally been recognised for our
relentless hard work and we were optimistic that much needed support would soon follow.

As volunteers we spent considerable time preparing for your meeting and supplying the information
you requested on the assumption that this would be the start of productive conversations around
how the town council and liminster Youth FC would work together to support an ever growing
demand for youth football provisions. Instead, it was made abundantly clear that our previous
request for support had fallen upon deaf ears and | left feeling extremely disheartened. After feeding
this back to our committee all the volunteers of liminster Youth FC felt the same and were bemused

by the nature of the meeting and the conditions proposed.

Discussions at the start of the meeting around how the town council could purchase the old office
building and give it back to the community for their use and then discussions around the site of this
year’s bonfire seemed completely irrelevant. We were then ambushed with a list of conditions that
we have been told are going to be imposed from next year. With the meeting having been scheduled
weeks in advance it would have made sense for the conditions to have been circulated prior to the
meeting. What happened instead was an electronic copy was not sent out until the 14" September
with a note that all responses had to be returned by the 26" September. This only allowed us 12
days to call an emergency committee meeting to discuss and reply to these conditions, at a time
when we are all busy with the start of our football season as volunteers.

lIminster Town Football Club, Archie Gooch Pavilion, Brittens Field, The Rec,
lIminster, Somerset, TA19 SFE
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In the same meeting the town Clerk said he would invite us to reach out to our users later in the year
for input into what they want from the open spaces of the town. Of our 400+ members 75% of the
families live in lliminster and a further 10% live within an 8 mile radius of the town. The children want
to be able to play football, they want to be able to see their friends in a controlled, constructive and
safe environment. Their parents want them to get outside and exercise. Parents want to be able
watch their children develop whilst enjoying the socialising aspect of the training and matches for
themselves. We offer all of these things to hundreds of liminster families and some of these
conditions are a direct threat to the services we can provide. When | asked why these conditions
needed to be applied, no real reason was given. On this basis we would like to request that when
this item is discussed at the Open Spaces meeting councillors look to set up a working group of
informed councillors and key members of open space users where we can discuss the root issues
driving these conditions. Where any root issues are identified, we can collaborate to come up with
suitable resolutions. We also invite the town council to help us formalise and solidify the
arrangements we currently have, preferably by the way of a licence so we can approach bodies for
future funding. We continue to welcome some support from Open Spaces, the Town council and
other groups around the town to assist in the provisions we are working tirelessly to provide, on
their behalf.

Along with this letter, | have attached a report with our responses to each of the conditions, in
collaboration with liminster (seniors) Football Club. We formally request that this letter and
accompanying report be included alongside the report that you are issuing to open spaces, thus
allowing the points raised in this document to be discussed at the Open spaces committee, prior to
the report reaching full council. The Youth Football Club will be represented at the Open spaces
committee, and we will be speaking ahead of the discussions.

Kind Regards,

Jonny Watkins

Vice Chairman
jonny@ilminsteryouthfc.co.uk
07527562892

IIminster Town Football Club, Archie Gooch Pavilion, Brittens Field, The Rec,
liminster, Somerset, TA19 9FE
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