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Agenda item 9

Open Spaces Committee

The Open Spaces Committee met on 21 May 2013, and made the following
recommendations:

Topographical Surveys

RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that the Town Clerk has delegated
authority, after consultations with the Chair of Open Spaces and the
appropriate Officers at SSDC, to accept the best value quotation for the
topographical survey, subject to references being obtained.

(Copies of guotation & SSDC Summary sheet attached on gold paper.)

Rebuilding the cemetery wall
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that the Town Council no longer asks for a
contribution from the neighbours of the cemetery, towards the costs of

removing the cemetery wall.

Removal of metal balance beam
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that:
i) the metal balance beam at the Children’s play area is removed due to

health and safety reasons.

ii) the Open Spaces Wardens replace the metal balance beam with a
wooden balance beam to be designed and constructed by the
Wardens.
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Mayor’'s Report 2010

1. The responsibility of the Mayor at the annual Town Meeting is to re-capitulate on the
things the Town Council had been involved in over the past year, its achievements, and
frustrations and to give a “state of the nation” analysis of liminster as a town.

Well | think that my overall impression is that we are in good shape. Despite the severity
of the depression, the town centre continues to give the feel of a place that is doing
well. We do not have too many empty shops. Our Recreation Ground is as beautiful as
ever and awash with youngsters and walkers alike. The whole area is clean and we seem
to be making some progress with the eyesores and irritations that beset most
communities. | am confident and upbeat about the future.

What has been achieved is a combination of the day to day work, the out of the
ordinary project and the equally important behind the scenes activity.

2. Before | go through those elements, | need to pay tribute to the contribution of my
colieagues on the Town Council who give unstintingly of their time not only via weekly
Tuesday meetings but in all sorts of different ways in supporting and reflecting the
concerns of the community. This year we said goodbye to two long standing servants
and ex-Mayors —~ Norman Campbell who moved out of the area and Carol Goodall who
we now see with her different District Councillor hat. Both contributed enormously to
the Council and the town and we much appreciate their time and efforts. Their
replacements, Mike Henly and Roger Swann have both been here before and are
already making their voice and wise counsel part of the scene.

We also said farewell to our long serving Open Spaces Warden, Ernie Kemp whose
commitment to the maintenance of our land and holdings over 15 years was so much
valued. His replacement, Tony Jones is already making his mark and becoming a highly
valued member of our staff team.

3. There have been some difficult periods over the last 12 months, none more than the
effects of the most prolonged and sometimes severe winter for many years. Snow and
ice, impassable roads and pavements are clearly an issue and it is not difficult to
appreciate the frustration of us all that more cannot be done in the 21% century to keep
our town accessible.

The Town Council does what it can, we have provided grit bins at key locations for
example as well as exploring every avenue to encourage those authorities with a
responsibility for the highways to improve their response. However not only do we not
have the resources to contribute ourselves but more importantly we do not have the
power in law not the support of our insurers if things are not done properly across the

whole town.



What we can do of course is to make our town as attractive and user friendly for the
other 50 weeks of the year! This is our general strategy.

(a) Firstly it has long been a bone of contention with the Council that the road signage
for visitors to the town is largely not fit for purpose ~ either out of date, poorly
positioned or simply lacking in the information that should be there. We do understand
that the highways budget is not limitless but there is a determination to press for what
we believe the town deserves.

Following a photographic survey by two of our Councillors the junction where Canai
Way meets Ditton Street has finally been sorted out and we have moved attention now
to the signage at the roundabout at the bottom of Station Road. That will be followed by
the stretch along High Street, Strawberry Bank and Bay Hill as well as the distributor
road round past the Recreation Ground. Our colleagues in highways have been
supportive but we have to be patient at the rate of progress.

{(b) We are increasing our efforts to enhance the town’s floral display over the summer.
The Council has always provided the eye catching signs and troughs at the town entries
as well as decorating the Market House and troughs along Strawberry Bank. The
Chamber of Commerce with the financial support of the traders has provided and
managed the hanging baskets which offer such a colourful appearance to the main
streets in the centre. Additionally individual gardeners continue to tend their frontages
with care and imagination.

It is perhaps easy to underestimate the contribution that all of this makes to the feel of
the town and the Council is particularly keen to encourage us all to play out part.

Now that the two roundabouts at the Riec sur Belon Way end of the town have been
adopted by public authorities, they will be planted up and maintained by the Town
Council. As part of the process we will be looking to sponsorship deals but the overall
impact to traffic approaching from the west will be much enhanced.

(c) That brings me to the Garden Competition which the Council has run for many years
embracing not only private residences but shops, offices etc. This year we had a new
judge — Sydney Painter —who not only bravely judged an the two wettest days of the
year but more poignantly observed that he was passing a number of gardens who would
be serious contenders had they entered.

We are therefore making a special effort to encourage people to participate this year as
part of a general encouragement to the whole community to recognise the part that an
attractive display can play in the general appearance of liminster.

There will be a repeat of the Scarecrow Competition this year so get out your old
clothes, straw and your imagination



-

{d) In addition, the Chamber of Commerce have agreed to plant up and maintain the
Triangle at the corner of West Street and High Street — a contribution that is much
welcomed.

(e} It is of course important in promoting Ilminster as a Market Town worth visiting and
living in, to insure that the streets are clean and the generai ethos is one of a tidy and
caring community. That cannot be forced on people but the Council can provide seats in
key areas, provide litter bins and arrange their regular emptying by the District Council
so that untidiness becomes noticeable. Peer and moral pressure on individuals and land
owners can be effective and ensure we have pride in our town.

Part of the attractiveness can also be enhanced by the planning system which governs
much of the appearance of the town and its surrounding area.

This year has involved much unseen work going into the town’s contribution to what is
described as the Local Development Framework, governing the development of South
Somerset over the next 20 years.

The Town Council has made forthright and effective inputs to the discussions so that we
can fight the corner for iminster in the expansion of the district as a whole. We have
been successful firstly in moving the concept of ilminster from a large village to that of a
vibrant Market Town ideally placed to deveiop and play its part in the economic
prosperity of South Somerset.

What we have been at pains to stress is that the town has experienced considerable
population expansion in the last 8 to 10 years but that the infra structure has totally
failed to keep pace. Our community enjoys few of the facilities of our neighbours — no
sports centre, no swimming pool, no secondary school for example — which it richly
deserves. Our focus therefore has been on the development of industrial land to the
west to improve local job opportunities, the enhancement of our facilities and a real
attempt to manage our traffic flows so that those wishing to visit can be
accommodated.

Fortunately the Council has put an enormous amount of work over the past few years
into preparing a strategic vision which has placed us in good stead for making the case
for a refreshed liminster in the new Framework.

We are continving with plans to develop a new Sports Centre on Brittens Field to serve
not only the interests of our local clubs but also the community as a whole.

The project is not without its difficulties as the acquisition of grants from external
sources becomes increasingly difficult but we are still positive that things can be
achieved even if at a slower and more phased approach that we would ideally like.

The appearance of a form can of course be much influenced by the planning system
within which the Town Council has an important role. The recession has clearly affected
the number of applications that have been considered — possibly not much more than



50% of our normal through put but they continue to be dealt with in a thorough
manner. This year the major players have been housing to the west of the
pedestrian/cycle way between Frog Lane and the Tesco Car Park, the conversion of the
Methodist Rooms to housing and a new Highways storage depot off Southfields
Roundabout. The Horlicks site is also still high on the agenda once some of the issues
surrounding the site itself are resolved.

At the same time, it is important that other applications are carefully scrutinised. In
appropriate signage for example can have a significant impact and sometimes
detrimental effect on a town landscape if not carefuily monitored.

Highways issues are always surrounded by some sort of controversy. Those ‘running’ at
present include Canal Way parking restrictions and speeding, the Pedestrian crossing at
the Triangle, Silver Street loading bays, Listers Hill to Sea speeding and parking in
Winterhay Lane. Not difficult to see how busy our members are kept.

At least we have got a new bus shelter in Canal Way and have repaired the vandalised
facility on Listers Hill. It is disappointing that the Highways Authority were not able to
complete the picture with a shelter outside the Stonemasons on Riec sur Belon Way but

we will keep pressing.

Projects achieved include, with the support of a grant from SSDC, a wholesale re clean

and tidy up of the Market House including cleaning, pointing, painting and roof repairs.
The Cemetery Walls are being addressed with the rebuild of a collapsed section almost
complete. There is to be a new Notice Board in the Market Square.

The Parish Paths Group have installed a new footpath from Shudrick Lane to Kingstone
and mostly by volunteers help have maintained our footpath network in such splendid
condition. Thanks to Mike Holtom and his team.

From a personal point of view | have enjoyed enormously my year as Mayor and have
certainly striven to represent the town to the nest of my ability. We haven’t achieved
everything but 'm afraid that is the way of local government and at least we have been
able to make progress in some key areas.

| wish my successor well and hope that the new Mayor will continue to work with a set
of Councillors and staff that in my view are second to none.



Mayors Report 3 May 2012

As some of you here will know, this is not the first time ! have given a Mayor’s Report. In
the past  have worked my way through the ups and downs of the Council year as they
occurred. This time | am going to group linked items together and so will probably not
follow a strict timeline.

The greatest change for liminster Town Council was the election in May last year. Eleven
candidates stood for election and the remaining four were co-opted. A further co-option
took place due to the loss of two councillors, Cllrs Weisse and Miles - one as a result of
moving to Chard and the other because of pressure of work.

Whilst the old faces are missed, we have a very good mix of Councillors, with six old hands
being joined by nine brand new and shiny younger faces. They bring to the table
commendable enthusiasm for the work and valuable specialised skills. | will not name
names, but for example we now have an IT wizard together with a teacher, a former London
councillor and a housing expert. All of this expertise and experience brings an added
dimension to our decisions.

As the changes and funding cuts made by the new government slowly but surely edged their
way down to county and district level, the Town and Parish councils found themselves with
more responsibilities than they had had before. Of course they were not compelled to take
on those responsibilities because they came at a cost. However, in liminster, the Council
took the view that for the town to survive and to attract visitors greater expenditure on the
fabric of the town was needed. Councillors soon realised that to do that the precept had
to go up — it was a decision that was not taken lightly and three long evening meetings were
spent debating the rise in the precept.

One small example of this is that 10 dog bins and 10 litter bins have been purchased and
installed. There was a time when we only had responsibility for such bins on recreation
areas now that has been extended to include the town as a whole. Additionally twelve new
seats have been purchased. It is our grounds staff who will be responsible for installing ali
this street furniture and of course these extra responsibilities have had an impact on the
work of our grounds staff whose main role was once to manage Herne Hill and cut the grass
in the recreation areas, the cemetery and the churchyard.

There is an expectation that with recreation areas there will be play equipment. This also
has to be maintained because we have a duty of care to the youngsters using the
equipment. Play equipment and safety matting do not come cheap. The two new gates to
the Toddler play area cost £738 each and a total of £5892.00 was spent on safety surfacing
under the swings and zip wire.

Provision for the young people has been high on the Council Agenda and first priority is to
see a brand new skate park replace the old one. Young people have been consulted on this

We)



project in some depth and we hope that they will not only use but also care for this new
structure. It is intended that this will be in place before the summer holidays, but the work
cannot begin just yet because of the amount of activity that is taking place in that area
during the month of June. There are plans to instali a MUGA on the Recreation ground
later in the year. One of the displays at the back of hall gives more details of what these
projects involve and there are forms available should you wish to comment. This major
investment is one of the areas which has driven the council tax increase

In order to continue to maintain, the recreation ground and Britten’s field, the jewels in
liminster’s crown, substantial new equipment has had to be purchased including a new
tractor and a flail.

Not everything has come at a cost to the public. Whilst the majority have welcomed the
work done to the canal, with its major improvement in visibility, some residents mourn the
loss of the trees and shrubs on the western bank. | hope they realise that the work had to
be done to protect an impartant part of this town’s heritage ~ the canal. As well as the
work on the trees, the canal was cleared of a great deal of rubbish and the banks
strengthened. This restoration work done by Councillors and members of the public was
carried out, as | have said, at negligible cost to the town. However, the Town Council owe a
debt of gratitude to Mr Sothern of Lower Meadow, whose expertise and advice ensured the
work was completed in an appropriate and professional manner. The wild life that has left
the site will quickly return as the trees grow back to their former glory and our historic canal
will remain for a while yet.

Still in open spaces, the Cemetery has also received it fair share of attention. The work has
and will include the repair of the Cemetery walls, the grading of the slope, the installation of
a drain and the creation of a new entrance to the west.

Back to the office, and up with the twenty first century, the Town Council now has its own
web site. It is still in its infancy but it will grow and develop over the next year or two.

The day to day and traditional activities of the Council continue. In June of last year the
Council awarded £4,400 in the form of grants to various groups within the town. These

included

liminster Experience £200

ile Youth Centre £2000
liminster Community Pool at Greenfylde £750
liminster Tourism £330
liminster Youth Football £420
lliminster Victorian Evening £200

Warehouse Theatre £500
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Some of those groups have produced displays to show how the money was spent.

Last year we held our annual summer garden orientated competitions inciuding the
Scarecrows, School competitions and the various Garden Competitions. This year it has
been decided to make a slight change. The focus will be on front gardens and there will be
no entry forms. Councillors will be given the task of touring a given area in liminster to
identify front gardens which in their eyes are an asset to the town. The location of each
‘special’ garden will be noted and the Official judge will visit those locations and choose a
winner. This will be an opportunity for the residents to assist in improving the appearance
of the town. This together with the Council’s care of the fabric of the town will help
another group within the town who have embarked on a project to ‘Market liminster’

Another matter that will impact on our town, is the District Council’s Core Strategy or South
Somerset Local Plan as it is now known. liminster Town Council began work on a Strategic
Vision for the town in 2007. In a way we were engaged in an early version of what the
Government now calls Localism. The District’s strategic planners became aware of what
we were doing and asked to see what we had produced. They were impressed by our pro-
active approach. They picked up on some of the town’s draft strategic objectives and these
have found their way into the District’s final document.

The proposed plan has been approved by the District Council but it still has to have the
approval of the Government’s Inspector. It will be sent to the Inspector before Christmas
which will probably mean that consideration of the plan wifl begin in January. However, on
receipt of the plan the Inspector will give it an initial read through and if he believes it to be
unsound it will be returned.

The process used by the district Council to evaluate the plan will be repeated by the
Inspector. Those for and against the plan will be able to put their case to the Inspector.
They will be joined by developers who will be given the opportunity to voice their opinion. |
have been told that once the process begins it should take around 4 to 6 weeks.

Once the Inspector begins the process, it should take around 4 to 6 weeks.

What happens if the plan is not approved? Some say it could become open season for
developers. No |l am not scaremongering. The District plan identifies an area for growth
and without the plan, growth could take place anywhere, The plan will give the town more
control over what happens in its area.

Other things to bear in mind are:

» The local plan says liminster will need 531 houses to allow it to grow. There is
already a commitment, in other words planning approval, for 199 houses outside
the growth area. This leaves us with a figure of 332.



e the plan is designed to last till 2028 — a period of 16 years in which those houses
could be built

e if a brown field site becomes available for housing it will be used and the total
number of houses required for growth, that is the remaining 332, will be reduced
accordingly

e the same applies to what is known as ‘infill’ development

| would like to remind everyone that the Olympic Torch comes through liminster on 22™
May. I may seem to the general public that very little is being done about this. That is not
the case, but locally we are constrained by what we can do and/or say. The London
Organising Committee for the Olympic Games has total control of the arrangements and the
publicity and we can only do things when they say so. But I can assure you that there are
people working extremely hard to make this event a success. The work began with a
request to the Town Council to provide information relating to the proposed route through
town —such as hazards, opportunities and issues as a result of traffic and bus movements,

deliveries to shops and much more.

We, as a town, were asked to provide marshals and Kym Toms, Chair of the Carnival
Committee, and her band of marshals have come to our aid. They have been joined by
volunteers from the Lions. They are all well trained and as we know very professional in
what they do — but they still have to go to Yeovil for further training.

The schools are working with the youngsters to support and celebrate the event. | had
heard a rumour that the schools are providing breakfast clubs that morning.

The demands made on all the local communities are quite heavy and, in our case, the
support we have from Carnival Committee and the Lions has been and continues to be
invaluable. Given their hard work and the effort made by the schools, | wouid ask that as
many people as possible turn up despite the early hour, to see the torch come through the

town.

Finally, a brief word about the Queen” Diamond Jubilee which the Council plans to celebrate
over the first weekend in June. There are a number of activities taking place and details are
on display on the boards. More importantly, the Chair of the Working Group and a number
of her committee are here tonight and | am sure they will be delighted to speak to you
about the planned celebrations.
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